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MARIE-LAURE SOULAINE IS APPOINTED  

ARVAL GROUP PUBLIC AFFAIRS DIRECTOR 
 

 

Arval, major actor of leasing and mobility solutions specialist in Europe, announces the appointment of 

Marie-Laure SOULAINE in the role of Group Public Affairs Director, after 8 years as Head of Arval LEGAL. 

 

During more than 8 years as Head of Arval LEGAL, Marie-Laure was instrumental in 

supporting the growth of Arval in the context of the Arval Beyond strategy and the 

expansion of its activities to become a strong international mobility provider and the 

expansion of the Element-Arval Global Alliance. 

 

Marie-Laure Soulaine has over 20 years of legal experience across various sectors. She 

holds a Master of Laws (LLM) from the University of Edinburgh (1999) and a DESS – 

DJCE (Master of Laws) from the university of Aix-Marseille University (2000). 

 

Marie-Laure began her career as a lawyer of the Paris Bar at the French law firm Gide Loyrette Nouel in 

2001, before joining Clifford Chance LLP in Paris and London from 2002 to 2006. She then joined GE Capital 

France, where she served as Head of LEGAL France for leasing activities for nine years.  

 

In 2015, Marie-Laure Soulaine joined Arval as Head of Legal at international level and has been a member 

of Arval's Executive Committee since 2020. In her role, she set up a global and integrated legal function and, 

with the support of a team of 40 lawyers covering 30 countries, to monitor, anticipate, and mitigate legal 

risks while supporting Arval's activities in various fields such as operating leasing, new mobility solutions, 

connected cars , insurance distribution, structured finance operations, strategic partnerships, etc. 

 

The nomination of Marie-Laure as Arval Group Public Affairs Director reflects Arval’s commitment to play its 

role towards institutions and to support decisions that will shape the regulatory environment for the car 

leasing industry, including issues relating to mobility solutions and the energy transition, etc. 

 

“Marie-Laure has a strong record from her former LEGAL position within Arval, which is a key asset to 

represent us in public institutions in France and Europe. I’m glad to see her taking this role. Marie-Laure’s 

knowledge of Arval’s commitment towards ESG and energy transition will allow her to succeed in the 

challenges of her new position.” comments Alain van Groenendael, Chairman and CEO of Arval. 

 

Marie-Laure replaces Gerry Wagner, who was Arval Public Affairs Director, and who is retiring after almost 

20 years at the service of Arval and the BNP Paribas Group.  
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About Arval:  

Arval is a major actor in full-service vehicle leasing and a specialist in mobility solutions, leasing more than 

1.7 million vehicles as at the end of December 2023. Every day, 8,400 Arval employees in 29 countries offer 

flexible solutions to make journeys seamless and sustainable for its customers, ranging from large 

international corporate groups to smaller companies and individual retail clients. 

Arval is a founding member, alongside Element a world leader in the fleet management industry, of the 

Element-Arval Global Alliance. The fleets of all the Alliance members represent more than 4.4 million 

vehicles in 55 countries. 

Arval has been rewarded with the EcoVadis 2024 gold medal, placing its Sustainability strategy in the Top 

5% of the companies assessed. 

www.arval.com 

 

 

About BNP Paribas:  

BNP Paribas is the European Union’s leading bank and key player in international banking. It operates in 63 

countries and has nearly 183,000 employees, including more than 145,000 in Europe. The Group has key 

positions in its three main fields of activity: Commercial, Personal Banking & Services for the Group’s 

commercial & personal banking and several specialised businesses including BNP Paribas Personal Finance 

and Arval; Investment & Protection Services for savings, investment and protection solutions; and Corporate 

& Institutional Banking, focused on corporate and institutional clients. Based on its strong diversified and 

integrated model, the Group helps all its clients (individuals, community associations, entrepreneurs, SMEs, 

corporates and institutional clients) to realise their projects through solutions spanning financing, 

investment, savings and protection insurance. In Europe, BNP Paribas has four domestic markets: Belgium, 

France, Italy and Luxembourg. The Group is rolling out its integrated commercial & personal banking model 

across several Mediterranean countries, Turkey, and Eastern Europe. As a key player in international banking, 

the Group has leading platforms and business lines in Europe, a strong presence in the Americas as well as 

a solid and fast-growing business in Asia-Pacific. BNP Paribas has implemented a Corporate Social 

Responsibility approach in all its activities, enabling it to contribute to the construction of a sustainable 

future, while ensuring the Group's performance and stability. 

https://group.bnpparibas/en/  
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